














mature believers will only become more difficult. This doesn’t mean we
should give up, but that we must understand the times in which we live
and what we ought to do (see 1 Chron. 12:32).

In spite of the free access to printed and electronic Bible study aids,
Christians today are relatively Bible illiterate compared to our forefathers.
This is partly due to an incredible number of other distractions, but
also because of an unhealthy reliance on these study aids and devotional
programs. The use of commentaries can be very useful indeed, however
a daily devotion based on another man’s writings, and not on God’s
Word itself, has led to the stunted growth of many children of God.
We almost feel we “need” an explanation of every verse we read rather
than allowing the Holy Spirit to be our teacher first, and consulting the
commentary only to compare notes.

Going to the commentary before we have diligenty studied a
subject can often lead to a biased interpretation of a passage. The habit
of Baptists to only read Baptist authors, Brethren to only read Brethren
authors, and Presbyterians to only read Presbyterian authors, etc., only
adds to this problem. No one denomination has every point of doctrine
perfect, as man is fallible. We are also so used to sermons containing
lots of commentary on only a few verses that we almost feel cheated to
have someone simply stand up and read the Scriptures, the living Word
of the Almighty God, without comment. In this book I have tried to
let the Scriptures speak for themselves, and only offer commentary o
link ideas and emphasize things the Scriptures teach that are contrary
to popular practice today.

In this book I look at three areas of revival—personal, family, and
church—and demonstrate from the Scriptures the patterns therein. I
leave the application of these patterns to you. As the apostle Paul puts
it, “My beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only,
but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with
fear and crembling” (Phil. 2:12).

This book is the culmination of a twenty-five-year learning
journcy—I have sat under the diverse teaching of Baptists, Open and



*  The normative principle: The church is free to do anything not
specifically prohibited.

It is clear from Scripture that God is a God of order and thart the
regulative principle is the principle we should hold when it comes to
how we should approach the running of the local church, family, and
state. Consider how God was very specific about the following of His
instructions, and the consequences of failure to do so:

And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, ook either of them his
censet, and put fire therein, and put incense thereon, and offered
strange fire before the LORD, which he commanded them not. And
there went out fire from the LORD, and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD, Then Moses said unto Aaron, This is it that
the LORD spake, saying, I will be sanctified in them that come nigh
me, and before all the people I will be glorified. And Aaron held his
peace.

(Lev, 10:1-3)

The key to understanding this is that Aaron’s sons offered what
God had not authorized on His holy altar, something foreign and out
of place. It literally polluted His holy altar and He destroyed them for
it. Note what He says to Moses in verse 3: “I will be sanctified in them
that come nigh me, and before all the people I will be glorified.” Those
who identify with God’s name and draw near to Him as Christians
must sanctify or set Him apart in their lives so God may be glorified in
other people’s eyes. In other words, we must do God’s work on God's
terms using God’s methods declared in God’s Word that God may be
glorified.

Another example of God’s severe judgment on someone who failed
to follow specific instructions is found in 1 Chronicles 13:9-10, where
Uzza put out his hand to steady the ark of God and was struck dead.



This was because David failed to carry the ark in God’s appointed way
(see Deut. 10:8).

There are four common misconceptions in the church that contradice
the sufficiency of Seripture:

1. The red lecters (Christ’s words) are the only relevant instruction for
today.

The Lord through the apostle Paul’s letter to Timothy said the Old
Testament is inspired by God and thus is as important as Christ’s words
(see 2 Tim. 3:16-17 and 1 Cor. 10:1-11).

Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world
are come.

(1 Cor, 10:11)

This verse authorizes four types of Bible study:

*  “Now all these things happened”— We should study the Bible
as literal history because these things actually happened

*  “unto them for examples” (Greek: tupos; types)—We can study
the Bible for types and shadows

*  “and they are written for our admonition”—We should study
the Bible to apply it to our everyday lives through obeying
relevant commandments, and gleaning wisdom from patterns,
precepts, and principles

* “upon whom the ends of the world [ages] are come™—We can
study the Bible to distinguish the ages or dispensations

2, If it is not mentioned in the Bible then it is automarically lawful.
Many Christians claim if the Scripture doesn’t mention something
then they are free to do it. For example, somebody might claim that
as the Scripture doesn’t mention particular illegal substances, they are
free to partake of them. The Scripture does, however, lay down many



principles that would indeed disallow any illegal substance abuse. We
are the temple of the Holy Spirit and must maintain a sober and alert
mind (see 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 1 Peter 4:7, 5:8; Titus 2:6; 1 Thess. 5:8; Eph.
5:18, etc.), something one can’t do when abusing illegal substances.

3. If there is no explicic command then it is not required.

This is not necessarily true. God often speaks to something via a
pattern or principle, and these are as valid for demonstrating God's will
as a direct command, especially when we note that the pattern holds
true throughout the Scriptures. An example of such a pattern would be
the manner in which daughters are given in marriage, and undl chey
are given, they are to be under their father’s protection and provision
and in his house (see Gen. 34:9, 38:11; Lev. 22:13; Num. 30:3, 30:16;
Deuc. 22:21; Judg. 21:7; Ezra 9:12; Neh. 10:30; Ps. 78:63; Jer. 29:6;
Luke 17:27, 20:34). A son, on the other hand, is to prepare his fields,
build his house, and then find a wife and begin a new jurisdiction (see
Gen. 24, 28:1-2, 34:9; Deut. 24:1; Fzra 9:12; Neh. 10:30; Prov. 24:27:
Jer. 29:6; 1 Cor. 7:27).

4. Any Old Testament statement is void unless specifically mentioned
in the New Testament.

This is simply false. The New Testament builds on the Old and
doesn’t repeat all of the Old Testament’s foundational teaching, It is
indeed true that we must rightly divide and discern the audience of some
Scriptures (see 2 Tim. 2:15), however, even when a promise is made to
Israel, often we can learn a principle that we can apply to our own lives
even though the promise itself is not to us (see number one above).

Consider the following verses carefully:

Behold, I have taught you statutes and judgments, even as the LORD
my God commanded me, that ye should do so in the land whither ye
go to possess it. Keep therefore and do them; for this is your wisdom
and your understanding in the sight of the nations, which shall



2.2 Gop Warns Us NoTt 1o App 10 or SurTRACT FROM HIs WoRD

We add to His Word by teaching for doctrine the traditions of men
(see Mark 7:7)—thar is, making up our own rules. We subtract from it
by denying or disobeying clear commands, patterns or precepts (see Mark
7:9). We also subtract from it when we make any of man’s philosophies
or dogma equal or above God’s Holy Word. For example, we subtract
from it when we argue away the first eleven chapters of Genesis because
they do not support the currendy popular theory of evolution. Theories
and philosophies rise and fall throughout the generations, but God’s
Word “liveth and abideth for ever” (1 Peter 1:23).

Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall
ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of
the LORD your God which I command you.

(Deut. 4:2)

Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their
trust in him. Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and
thou be found a liar.

(Prov. 30:5-6)

For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy
of this bool, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add
unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man
shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy
city, and from the things which are written in this book.

(Rev. 22:18-19)

These three passages make it clear that those who add to God's Word
or those who subtract from it will be reproved. Revelation makes the
nature of this reproval abundantly clear, a reproval that no Christian
would desire.



1.2.3 He Decrares THAT His Wrirten Worp Is His REveLaTion,
Worp ror Worn, EVEN TO THE Last JoT aND TiTTLE (STROKE
or THE HeBrEW PEN)

For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one
tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.
(Matt, 5:18)

1.2.4 He Decrares TraT His Worp Is Not Oren To PRIVATE
INTERPRETATION

God not only told man precisely what to write, He also defined
the exact meaning of His Word, something very opposed to the
postmodernist approach to textual interpretation, which says thata text’s
interpretation is defined by the reader and not the writer.

Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the Scripture is of any private

interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:

but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
(2 Peter 1:20-21)

Also see Exod. 34:27; 2 Chron. 26:22; Isa. 8:1, 30:8; Jer. 30:2,
36:2, 36:28; Rev. 1:11, 1:19, 2:1, 2:8, 2:12, 2:18, 3:1, 3:7, 3:14, 10:4,
14:13, 199, 21:5.

1.2.5§ He DEcLares His Worp 1o BE POwERFUL, PIERCING, AND PRECISE

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.

(Hebrews 4:12)

This verse means His Word is living, powerful, sharper than any two-
edged sword, and extremely precise in its meaning and application, making
plain the depravity of the intents of man’s heart with brutal clariy.



1.2.6 HE DecLares His Worp Tto BE PErRFECT AND FOREVER SETTLED

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple.
(Ps. 19:7)

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace

of earth, purified seven times.
(Ps. 12:6)

For ever, O LORD, thy word is serdled in heaven.
(Ps. 119:89)

Thy word is true from the beginning: and every one of thy righteous

judgments endureth for ever.
(Ps. 119:160)

1.2.7 HEe Has Decrarep IT Surpicient To Furry Equip THE MaN OF
Gob ror Every Goop Work

All Seripure is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all
good works,

(2 Tim. 3:16-17)

.2.8 HEe Decrares TaaT His Worp SHaLL Be ACCOMPLISHED

For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the carth, and maketh i bring forth and bud,
that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my
word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomplish that which T please, and it shall prosper
in the thing whereto [ sent it.

(Isa. 55:10-11)





